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| But ſeeke yee firit the Kingdome.of God, and his 
righteou frſſ and all theſe things ſhall bee added wn- 


10 you. 


He very foundation of a 
Chriſtian conuerſation, is al 
rightper{waſion concerning 
our happineſle. This there- 

' fore being a matter of ſo 


Pia... 6 S147 


| uiour Chriſt endeuoureth 
inthe latter part of this Chapter, to re&ifie our 
iudgements therein: ſhewing both wherein wee 
are not torepoſe our felicity, and alſo wherein we 
arc to place ourhappineſle. Lay not wp (ſaith he) 
treaſures to your ſelues on earth ;that is, place not 


your treaſure,your chicteſt good, your happinefſe 


in any. earthly things, which are tranſitory and 


momentanys bt lay wp your treaſure,that is, place 


great conſequence, our Sa- 


Veil.19, 20. 
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yourhappineſle and —_ in heauen, where per- 

te&tanderernall happineſle is onely to be found. | - 
For where your WP! apps 1 will your heart bee al.. 
{o : that is, VVhatſoeuer you eſteeme your happi-| 
neſſe or chiefeſt good,on that your heart will bee 
ſer; vnto.that,your deſires, your ſtudies and ende- 
uours willbee referred. If therefore your iudge- 
ment, which is the eye of your mind, bee ſincere, 
and iudgearightof your chicfeſt good; the whole 
body (as it were) and courſe of your lifeand bs 
uerſation will be ſutable thereunto. Bur zf your eye 
beeuill, if you iudge peruerſly of yourha dineſſe 
placing your chicteſtgood incarthly and worldly} 
things : then will your conuerſation bee worldly 


and wicked. As for example :Ifa man ſethis hart 
| on pleaſure as his chiefeſt good, the whole frame 
ofhis life will bee voluptuous: if on riches, the 
whole courſe of his life will be couctous: ifon ho- 
nour and promotion, his whole carriage and de- | 
portment will bee ambitious. Bur if a man ſhall 
eſteeme the cternall ſaluation of his ſoule, as his 
chiefeſt good: his life will be ſpiritual and religi- 
ous,as hauing his conucrfationinheauen, Now if 
any man ſhall thinke(as itis to be feared, too ma- 
ny doe) that he can take a wiſer courſe, then that 
| which our Sauiour preſcriberh; for he will place; 
(his treaſure and happineſle both in heauen and in 


| carth too : our Sauiour telleth him, that this can- 


not be : for this were to ſerue two maſters that are: 
at Variance.7ou cannot ſerue God and Mammon:you 
cannot be worldlings, and true Chriſtians. You 


cannot prefix vnto your ſelues two ſupreme ends, 
which 
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|akichbe repugnant one to the other, If therfore 
our heartbe chiefly on the carth,then is not your 
ppineſſe in heauen, EE 
Our Sauiourhaving laid this foundation con- 
cerning the ſupremeends; inthe nextplace, hee 
giueth direQion concerning the meanes defti- 
nated and referred thereunto; ſhewing, thatas 
our treaſure is not to be placed on earth, fo our 
chicfeſt care ſhould not beſet on earthly things. 
T herefore 1ſay vuto you, Take no thought for your 
life,grc. And on the other fide, as our happineſſe 
is to be repoſed in heaucn : ſo we ſhould firſt and 
principally ſeeke the Kingdome of God, and his 
rightcouſneſſe. And if anyſhall demand, Alas, 
how then ſhall we kiue, what courſe ſhall werake 
to thriue in this world ? Our Sauiour anhyereth, 
that ifwee fir## ſecke the Kinzdome of God, and his 
righteonſneſſe,all theſe thinesſhall be added unto vs, 


4 . | l ICcc e- 
Theſe words therefore T 
containe two things :a /p, if. | 


The precept is two-fold; the one,Negatiue,)! 
which is but implied; the other, Aﬀfirmariue,! 
which is expreſſed. The Negartiue, (Thatwearc 
norfirſk ro Coke the things oncarth) is implied 
'partly inthe aduerſatine coniunCtion But, which 
 preſuppoſeth a Negation going beforezand part- 
i in the word Fir - forif wee are firſt toſecke! 
the Kingdome of God, and his righteouſneſſe, 
[then are we notfirſt to ſeeke earthly things, 
Butheere it may be. demanded, Whether our 
[Sauiour Chriſt #o forbid al care for the things of 
1a] A 4 this 
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144 PLAN OTTR, 


ſo Phil. 4.6. 


Primum relati- 
| ut dicitur ad ſc- 
cundum. Nt. 

\ Tyr. 


De Serm, Dom. 
| 2 monte. lib. 2, 


| vnto yon, 
Wh eate or drinke, 


th. 


[the 12. of Zykehauing in like fort di 


TheChrittien rieof Thriung, 7 Oo 
this life: for fo he may ſceme,verſi25. Wherefore 1 
take no thought for your life, what you 
or wherewith ye ſhall bee clothed - 
for if wee may not take rhought for neceflaries, 
chen much leſke for ſuperfluicies. And Ioh. 6. 27. 
Labour not for the meate that periſheth, but labour 
for that which endureth vunto euerlaſting life, 1 an- 
ſwere by a twofold diſtin&ion: Firſt, that he for. | 
biddeth was, (for ſo he raps verſ, 25. & 31.) 
the immoderarte, the carking, the diſtruſtfull care, 
whereby the heart is diuided, (gs the word im- 
porteth) and remoued from God: not the mode- 
rate andprouident care, whichelſewhere is com- \ 
mended inthe Scriptures. Secondly, that he for- 
biddeth inordinateand prepoſterous care,where- 
by earthly defires are more cared for, than the 
[glory of God in our ſaluation : nor the orderly 
care of earthly things, which is fubordinated to 
the glory of God,and our owne falnation, which 
ſeemeth to be implied both in this place, andin 
the 12. of ZLuke,For, firi#,ſcemerh af; ws relation 
to aſccond : and therefore when hee biddeth'vs, 
Seckefirſt the Kingdome of God, hee doth nor- 
forbid, nay, he ſeemeth to imply, that in the ſe- | 
cond place, and ina ſecondary reſpe&, we ſhould 
ſeeke the things of this life : the former ( as £- 
(onſtine ſaith) vt bonum noſtrum, the latter, vt ne- 
|ceſſartum noſtrun, neceſſarium aittem propter illud 
Gomnns : the former, as our chicfe good the lat-. 
\ter,asneceſlary helpes and ſupplies whileſt we are 
in this life, as inthe way towards happineſſe. In 
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£96 \ 4 =, 82 
worldly cares,inthe 32. verſc he faith: But rather. 
ſetke the kingdome of God : andfo-is, the exhortati- 
on,lohn 6.27. to bee vnderſtood comparatiuely, 
Labour not ſo much,or labournot chiefly for the 
meate that periſheth. For our Sauijour bimſell 
in this chapter hauingdireaed vs,firſt,after Gods 
glory, to ſceke his 'kingdome and his righteoul- 
nes; his kingdome in-the ſecond petition of the 
Lords Prayer,hisrightcouſnes in the third : inthe 


king,to ſecke: the things of this life. And what we 
are to aske inprayer,weare to ſceke and to labour 
forinour practice, and. to endeuour in our liues, 
leſt wemay ſeeme to.tempt God: 


fourth petition he reacheth vs to aske,.and by af- 


... From «he immoderace. and prepoſterous:carc 
forthe things of this life, our Sauiour diſiwaderh| 
by rwoarguments; the one,becauſeallſuch care is} 
vaincand ſuperfluous; the other,becauleir is hea- 
theniſh and.not beſceming Chriftians. Tharit is 
vaine,he prouethby foure reaſons: firſt, a mators, 
from themore, or greater. The.lfe s more then the) Verl.25. 
meate,aud the body a raymevt : therefore he that 

ren, will ouide food.to ſuſtain its and| 


he that prouided the body, will gine raymentto 
| clothe it, namely, to them that moderately and 
orderly ſceke it, 


.. The ſecond and fourth, .a: mwners, from-the| Verl. 26, 
lefſe, 'God:feedeth the Fowles without their care-! 
fulncfſe; and doth nor onely clothe , but alſo a- 
dorne the Lilyes of the field, which are of no value 
in compariſon ofmen. Which as they were made{| 

for mans vſe,ſo:axetheyſupplied mitiaercia - 
I oi £ 
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| turall Parents. How much more ought we, who 


|nidence of ourheauenly Father?:For zf earthly Pa-| 
{ rents doe know 10 gine 2004 things to their children, 
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for manis ſake. If therefore God prouide for them, 
how muth more will he prouidefor vs, if we ſhall | 
depend his prouidence in the moderate vie 
of lawfull meanes? The third is from the like. 
For God hath ſer to all men aſtiat.as of their ſta- 
rure;{oofrheireſtate: as therefore it were avaine 
and idle rhing fora man to carke and care forthe 
increaſe of his ftature; ſo likewiſe for the aduance- 
ment of his ſtate aboue that pitch, which God 
hath limited: angg 32 


The other argument is, becauſe ſuch care 15n0 | 
way beſeeming Chriſtians : firſt,becaule it is Hea- 


theniſh. T he Gentifes;thart doenot know God,nor' 
_ his prouidence, mn ſeeke Sets | 
an fterowfly after t 25s; But you my 

not like —_ po ag obs, oh had faid. Se-| 
condly,it becommeth Chriſtians,who hauea hea-| 
uenly Father, which knowerth what isneedfull and| 
expcdicnt for-vs better then our ſelues, ro caſt 
theircare vpon him;and to-depend vpon his Fa- 
therly prouidence. Children that have wiſe, lo- 
uing and able parents,doe not vic to take thought 
for their foode and rayment, or otherneceſlaries, 


power + vpon theprouident care of rheir na- 


are the children of God,to dependvpon the pro- 


how tmch more will our heauenty Father giue good 
things tothem that aske kim ? who in loue, wiſdome 
and power doth infinitely more excell carthly Pa- 


—_ 


rents.then the heauensexceede the carth. 5 
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of God. If therefore (as the Apoſtle argueth) Goe 

. |hathſo loued'vs, that he ſpared nat his onely begotten 

 Sonneybut $aue him over vuto death for vs; Low ſhall 
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| But this argument, that God is our Father, 
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may yet further be enforced. Is God our Father 
in Chriſt? then hath he giuen his owne Sonne 
forvs, that by him we might be made the ſonnes 


not he with him gine vs all things that are needfull} 
and expedient for vs ? Againe,is God our Father? 
thenare we his ſonnes: azd if ſonnes,then alſo beires, 
heires of God, and coheires with Chriit, and there- 
fore to vs alſo belongeth that comfortable exhior- 
tation of our Sauiour Chriſt, Luke 12: 32. Feare 
net,little flocke, be not diſtracted with; diſtruſtful! 
care,or fcare of want , it is your Fathers pleaſure to 
giue you a Kingdome.For it God wil giue vs an hea- 
uenly and euerlaſting Kingdom ; can we imagine 
thathewill denie vnto vs the pettie commodities | 
of this life >' So much of the negatiue precept or 
dehortation, f | 

In the affirmatiue precept or exhortation, we 
are tonote three wy Theobie&, orthing to 


be ſought,the dutie of ſeeking, the order and de- 


On eee 


| domes in'the world;the one ofdarkenes, the other 
of light. The former is the kingdome of Satan, 
|who 1s called the Prince, pa nged of this world, 


gree, firit,The obijet is: twofold,the Xingdome of 
God, and his riehteouſpes. 
As touching the former : there are two king-: 


who ruleth effeQually. in. the children of diſobe- 
diencec, carrying them captiue to the obedience 
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of his will : vnto this kingdomall men naturally 
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Rom,$, 1y, | 


Luk. 12.32, 
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fnce thePall of 4damn; are fubie&; and in that| 

[iubjieRion doe remaine, vntill they beotranhared | 

inro the Kingdome'6t God. The eonfideration| 
| -hereof ought to moue all, that are'nor in the 

| Rare of grace, earneſtly and ſpeedily to feeke the | 

Kingdome of God. For vntill they belong to 

Gods Kingdome, they are ſubie&s of the king- 
domeof Satan, Rel 
CVniuerſall, 
The Kingdome of God is oro, 
| 


I $2Ys 2 | Ve ae 
- His vniverfall Kingdome is call mr | 
| dome of his power and promidexce. Of which 
it is ſaid, Pſalm. 103.19. The Lord hath prepared 
his Throne in the Heauens, and his Kingdome ruleth 
: oxer all : vnto this Kingdome all creatures whart- 
ſocuer,be they neuer ſo rebellious,are ſubie&.For 
although in reſpeCt of their intent, they ſer them- 
ſelues againſt the will of God yet in reſpe& of 
the cuent, they become (though vawittingly)the 
| inſtruments of God, to bring to paſſe his good 
purpoſes. Ofthis kingdome our Saujour ſpeak- 
eth not in this place. Neither ſhall wee need to 
ſeeke it, but volintarily ro ſubmit our ſelues vnto 
it, whereunto all creatures of neceſſity are ſub. 
iect, | 7-1 18 | 
| His ſpeciall kingdome is that whereby hee ru- 
| lech ouer his Ele&, who are not onely his king- 
Epheſ. 2.19, |dome,but his Family allo, whereof one part is in 
Gal.6.19, {heauen, which is the Churchtriumphant, the 0- 
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| theron carth, which js the Church militant. In 
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| Which'is God himſelfc, in whoſe preſence i 
fulneſſe of ioy,and at whoſe right haxd are pleaſures 
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hath two parts; the kingdome of Glory, and 


kingdome of Grace, The kingdome of Glory, to| 


the EleQ,isa itare of Glory, and eternall happi- 
nefſe in-heauen; where they hauing vnionwith 
Chriſt, and by him communion and fellowſhip 
with the whole Trinity, cnioy the chiefeſt g009, 


ere ts 


+ The kingdome of Grace, vnto the Ele&, is a 
ſtate of Grace, and by it, of happineſſe begun in 


this life, ſtanding inthe meancs and degrees of 


ſaluation, whereinwe having by the Spirit,vnion| 
with Chriſt as our Head, who is our /ife, and with 
whom our life is hid in God, Colol. chap. 3; verſ. 

4- and hauing alſo communion with him in 
4 merits, to our juſtification, and in his grace 


{and efficacy of his Spirit, to our ſanCtification, 


doe paſſe the time of our pilgrimage, as in 


pineſſe. The former kingdome is to bee ſoug 

as out ſupreme end, and ablolute fclicitie; the] 
latter, as the meanes' deſtinated thereunro.Yet| 
borh as our happineſſe; thar, v2 veatitudo patrie ; 


{this, vt beatitndo vie zthat, as the happineſle com- 


prehenſorum, who are in a&uall pollethion; this,as 
the happineſſe viatornm,who live in expeRarion: 
atid therfore both alſo arero be firit ſought : that, 
in intention,as the end; this, inexecurion,as the 
meanes to the eng.” For whoſocuer defirethto be 


(an inhericour of the Kingdome of Glory, where 


_ vato his Saints-is all-in all, mult fiz{tbee'a 
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Rom. 14 17, 


Rom.s. 1,2. 


4 4 % = 4 
f , A 
— = —_— 3 5 > 
% 5 
| | T ? 
- [ "4 " * z 
# 
- 
_, * 


CY 
—_—_ 


Kingdome of Grace, wher-| 
intsby his Word and Spi- 


| ofour ſfinne vnto him , that we,, who are {inners in 


rit. | 
| Butour Sauiour requireth vs to ſeeke, not on- 
ly the Kingdome of God, but alſo his righteouſ- 
eſſe. Where perhaps it may ſceme ſtrange, 'that 
| this addition is heere made, ſeeing Tahreoulaet 
is included in the kingdome. For as the Apoſtle| 
| ſaith,the Kingdome of God ſtandeth not in meate or | 
drinke, or inother things appertaining to this life, 
but in righteouſn:eſſe and peace, and ioy in the holy 
Ghoſt. Nothing therefore being idle and ſuper- 
fluous in the Word of God : we are to conceiue, 
that this addition, for more diſtin& explication, 
| was necdfull in reſpe& of our corruption, who 
| would all of vs be thought to ſeeke Gods King- 
dome; whercas but few (in compariſon) doe care 
for his rightcouſneſſe, which notwithſtanding is 
in execution and praCtice, firſt to be ſought as the 
 chiefe thing inthe Kingdome of grace,(the other 
two,viz. peace,and ioy,hcing the fruits and con- 
ſequents therof )and as the highway to the King. 
| domic of glory. Now the righteouſneſle whi 
, weare to ſcekezis not our owne, but 47s righte- 
 ouſneſſe: as the Gloſſe hath obſerued,7uſtitian: dj- 
cit eins,et per eumnon per vos inftiſitis: Thatwee 
| may berightcous,notin and by our ſclues, but in 
and by him. For Chriſt,who knew n0 ſine, was 
made - (onge e is, a ſinner for vs, by imputation 


our ſclues, might be made the righteouſneſſe of God 
in him,that is, rightcous before God in him, by 


{IS ew __ Imputa-| | 


| 


| 


_Y k1 


| ichteouſneſl therefore which we are to ſeeke, is| 


northe righteouſneſſe, which is ofthe law,for that 
is called our righteouſneſſe:the which, if we ſhall 
ſecke with the lewes, to be iuſtified thereby ; we 
(hal with them miſle of the righreouſnes, which is 
of God. Bur it is the Euangelicall righteouſnes,or 
that which is reucaled inthe Goſpell, which wee 
are commanded to ſecke,which is called the r104- 


teouſnes of God. The which,as it is the chiefe ſubie&t 


ofthe Goſpell, as the Apoſtle ſhewerh ; 7 am not 
(laith he) aſhamed of the Goſpell of Chriit, for therein 
is the rigbteouſnes of God reuealed : and againe, that 
we are not 1uſtifted by the righteouſnes of the 


reueated in the Goſpel, ewen the righttouſnes of God, 
which is by faith in Teſus Chriit : fo is it firſt and 


principally cobe ſought: and in compariſon there- 
of,, we ate with the Apoftle to eftceme our owne 
rig and wharſocuer priuiledges we may 


| ſceme to haueby the law, «5 4un745 loſſe : that we 


may win Chriit, and be found in him, not hawing our 


owne righteouſnes,which is of the Lov ; but that which 


is throuth the faith of Chriſt, the bene which 
75 of God by faith that we may know him,and the power 
of hs reſurrection, and the fellowſhip or communion 


of his ſufferines, being mad: caformable to his death. 


And thisrighteouſnes is twofold, being either im- 
uted through faith, or infuſed by the Spirit :rhe 


: 


| 


righteouſnefſe of God, not onely becauſe it is from 


——_— — pP_ —_— 


law.but by that 1/g/reouſnes which without the law is | 


ormer. is the righteouſneſle of iuſtification; the 
latcer,of ſanCification. The former is called the 


Row.10.3. 


Rom.1.17. | 


Rom.3.,21, 22. 


Phil. 38,9, 10. 


God, 
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God, and accepted of him, as thelatter; buralſlo] - 
becauſe it is To rightcouſneſſe of Chriſt, who is 
| 4+:0.28, |God: in whichſence the blood of Chriſt is called 
ler.23.6» the blood of God: for Chriſt is called 1chonah our 
 1.Cor.x 30, |74g/teouſueſſe: and he was ginen vnto vs of Godyto 
: be our 1izhteouſneſſe. Not thatwe arc iuſtified by 
the eſſentiall, or vacreared righteouſneſle. of the| 
Deitie (which was the error of 9ſ;ander,) but be- 
{cauſe Chriſt, by whole righteouſneſle we are iu- 
ſificd,is God. For to ſpeake properly, we are iu- 
FFI - . 
ſtified by that righteouſneſle, which Chriſt per- 
formed in his humanitie, in the daies of his fleſh, 
both paſſiue and aCtiue: whereupon the Apoſtle 
Rom. 5.9, |faith, that weare iu3ified by his blood, that is his 
aſſive rightcouſneſſe, and by his obedience,that is| 
his atiue + pers For as by the diſobedience 
of one, (the firſt Adam) are made ſinners ſo by 
the obedience of One, (thefecond Adam) many are 
made righteous, The righteouſneſſe therefore, by | 
which wee are iuſtified , is the righteouſneſle of 
| Chriſt, whois God,withour vs, in him. The righ-/ 
W tcouſneſſe of ſanCtification is in vs, fromhim: tor| 
lob.x.16, | of his fulnes we hane receined grace for grace. For by 
the merit of Chriſt his obedience, death; and 
reſurre&ion apprehended by faith , and imputed 
vato vs,we are iuſtified: and by the vertue, power! 
and efficacy of the ſame obedience, death, andre-| 
ſurreionapplicd vnto vs by the holy Ghoſt, we: 
are ſanCtified, The former is perfe&,burnort inhe- 
rent: thelarter is inherent, butnor perte&.There- | 
fore of juſtification there are no degrees ; but of] | 
| | anQification there are,according tothe meaſure] | 


—_ 


— 


[--} 
© 
3 
> 
- 


ta 


"— 


| 


— —_ 
_ 


_ —_ 
es... 


PS FTI AY : ; Fg ns) 4 2.5 "OI ” A Sm. >” = : TT l : 
The Chril SOREN WWE: 7 a6 LO ae, 
. FF. H R b ' # ", , . 4 ; : 


| OY 


qo by 
- . 


= 


- 


and-prepared thercunto : for no vncleane thing 
canenter into the Kingdome of God, The former 
is the title» whereby: we claime our inheritance, 
the latter is the:cognizance' of thoſe which'are 
heires : therefore itis ſaid, that by faith we receiue 
remiſsion of ſinnes, and inheritance amone thoſe that 
are ſanttified. And therefore alſo it iscalled the in- 
heritance of the Sarnes, jb 1! 11 0019) 2 
Theſetwo forts of righteouſnes, though diffe- 
rent in themſelues,muſt concurre in the ſame ſub- 
iet:and therefore we are to ſeckethe one, as well 
as the other ; andnotlike carnall goſpellers,to be 
all for 7»5tification, and nothing for [andification. 
For Chriſt was giuen'vnto vs of God, as wellto} 
bee our ſandtification as our inuitrficatioz : and out 


tion,asthe blood of redemption. Yea, he hath re- 
deemed vs,as well fromthe 4om7n107 of ſinne, as 
from the.guz{t of it. And therefore no man can be 
aſſured of his iuſtification, whois not in ſome! 
meaſute ſanRified: /For:God hath-fworte, that 
whom-he redeemeth, to them he-will giue-grace 
to wor (hip him iz holines and righteouſnes. Whoſoeuer 
15.17 Chrizt,is a nem; creature. Whoſoruer are Chriits, 


they eruvifiethe fieh worth the. Tuits thereof; —_— 


of Srace receiued, By the former, weare inticuled| 
vnto Gods kingdome; by the latter, wearefitted) 


of his ſide there iſſued, as well the water df ablu- 


FIT. efiaicb ff butrafier the Spirit.” Ard as the: 
dh 
rightcouſne Fol 


companionof inftification,in ſo much as noman 


ofae(ſe; ſos it aycceflinyforernner of glornifica- 
rrlttcy | aſs, 


— 
| —_—_—w— ns, — —_ 


of fanCtification is an vnſeparable\ 


tion, 


Aft. 26,13, 
and 20,32, 


Coloſ,1.12, 


1.Cor,1.30, 


1.lohn 5.7. 


Luk.73,74,75 


2. Cor. 5.17, 
Gal.5.24+ 
Ronus.1, 


is to be counted righteous bathe that doth xrebte-|x,tokn 3.7. 


| 
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| to Peter, Auant,Satan, for thou doeft ww, nb 
0 


|that by the acknowledgement and{'ſenſethereof, 


- 6:08 Na 


tion, Without holines no man ſhall ſee God : and,7s.| 
leſſe a man be borne againe,he cannot ſee the kingdome 
of God. Knowye not that the unrighteous ſhall not in- | 
erit the kingdome of God ? So much of the obieR. 
The duric is to ſeeke: which word preſuppoſeth 

a loſſe of thoſe things, which we are commanded 
to ſeeke. Forby ſinne all of vs naturally are ex-! 
iles from the Kingdome of glory , falne from a 
ſtate of grace and happineſle, intoa ſtate of diſo- 
bedience and miſery, depriued of the glorious I- 
mage of God, wherein wee were created in true 
righteouſneſle and holineſſe, and haue got vnto 
our {clues the ougly ſhape of Satan. In ſo much 
that ournaturall and carnall wiſedome is divel- 
liſh : the very 94n#« of our corruptnature, the na- 
turall inclination and diſpoſition of our minds is 
not onely an enemy, but enmity againſt God. In 
which reſpe& our Sauiour doubred not toſay vn- 


u0ur, affect not the things which be of God, but t 
that be of men. This our loſſe and miſery is ſeri- 
ouſly to bee acknowledged, and bewailed of vs ; 


— 


we may be ſtirred 'vpſtudiouſlyto ſeekethe King. 
dome of God, andthe righteouſneſſe which wee 
haue loſt. For Chriſt our Sauiour came toſaue | 
thoſe which were loſt, to redeeme capriues,to iu- 
ſtific thoſe, who by ſinne were guilty of damnati- 
on, to ſanRtifiethoſe which were defiled &pollu-| 
ted with finne: Wherefore ifwe be nor loſt in our 
ſelues, we need nora Sauiourz nora Redeemer,if 
we be not captiues , nor a Tuſtifier, if wee bee gor 


" ——_— 
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| 


ſire,care, and endenonr to find and to recouer that 


God,and his BEIT 77. if wee doe not truly! 
acknowledge that we haue loſt them. $4 
Now this word Seeke, importeth a ſtudious de- 


which we haue loſt. The ſtudious _ muſt bee | 
expreſſed in hearty, carneſt, and faithfull prayer 
vnto God. For what wee aske in prayer, wee doe 
ſeeke at the handsof God. Our care muſt ſhew it 
ſelfe in a ſtudious meditation, and ſerious pur-| 
poſe to vicall good meanes,and to auoid the im-| 
pI endeuour muſtappeare in the care- 
ull and diligent vſing of the means,and auoiding 
the impediments, and in doing whatſocuer lic 

in our power, and not to be wanting to our ſelues 
in any thing which wearcable to performe. For 
weearenot ſo to caſt the care ofour faluation vp- | 
on God;that we ſhould negle& it our ſelues. He 
that madevs without vs,will not ſaue vs (I ſpeake 
of ſuchas come to yeeres of diſcretion) without 
our owne endeuours. For though in reſpe& of 
ſome mens extraordinary calling, as alſo in re- 
gard of the firſt granting of the meanes of falua- 
tion, tothoſe which before ſate in darkneſle, itbe 
true,that God is found of them who ſought him not ; 
yet,where the ordinary meanes of faluation are 
affoorded,menare bound to ſecke God in hisor- 
dinances,and carefully to vie thoſe meanes which 
God hath graciouſly vouchſafed. Neither haue 
any a promiſe that they ſhal find, vnleſſe firſt they 
lecke. | 


—_— 


lluted inet 
| wee ſeriouſly ſecke the Kingdome off 


Math.7 7. 


Auguſtine, 


| "G02 Thus 
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_ Thusthen weeare to ſeeke, the Kingdome of 
glory, and the cternall ſaluation of our ſoules. 
Firſt, by beg BINS this mercy atthe hands of God, 
Rom.r0.13, | Which he hath-promiſed-to._them that call-ypon| * 
Luk2342, 43. him. - Secondly, by-ſecking the: Kingdome'of 
| grace, and lus righteouſneſſe , as the meanes 
| thereto that is, by an earneſt deſire, a ſeri- 
| ous care and a true endeuour ,, to-attaine to the 
| meanes and degrees of faluationinthis life; viz; 
| our Vocation, whereby weearebroughrinto his 
Kingdome; our Iuſtification and SanRification, 
whereby we are made partakers of his righteoul- 
neſſe. - Thirdly,by endeuoring and giuing all di- 
ligence to make our Eleftion, Vocation, and Tu- 
{tification ſure vnto vs by the workes of SanRifi- 
| cation, thatis, of piety and righteouſneſſe. For 
».Pet.t.10,11.| Uwe doe theſe things, an entrance ſhall abundantly bee 
miniſtred unto vs, into the euerlaiting Kingdome of 
our Lord and Sauiour Teſus Chriſt. 'And to encou- 
rage vs carefully and diligently to ſeeke the King- 
dome of God and his righteouſneſſe; ler vs re- 
member, that hee which hath commanded vs to 
Mah.7. 7,8. |ſceke, hathalſo promiſed that we ſhall finde.:: - 

But the chiefe thing which we are to inſiſt vp- 
on,is the order and degree of ſeeking,required in 
the word fri. For where weare enioyned to ſeek 
| firſt the Kingdome of God and his rightcouſnes, 
| rwo things are implied." F7r/t; in order, before all 
| other things, that is,in the firſt place : and firſt, in 
| degree, aboueall other things, thatis, chiefly and 
principally, As touchingthe former; Ir may bee 
obieed,that in the Lords Prayer we are taugbt, 
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| Petition, his Kingdome in the ſecond, and his 


 whereunto our ſaluation it ſelfe is ſubordinated. 


hens heare his voyce harden not your hearts, ( as they 
|do,which delay to yceld obedienceto his Word) 
but whileſt iris called r0day, euen to day, before 


” 


"The Chritian Arieof Thrining, 
to ſeekefirſt, not the Kingdome of God;'orhis 
rightcouſheſle, bur the glory of God in the firſt 


righteouſnes in the third. Iris true indeed, that 
amongall things wharſocuer;the glory of God is! 
firſt ro be ſought, as the ſupreme vniverſall end, 


But heere our Sauiour teacheth vs, what to ſeeke 
firſt, 1 bonisnoſtris, in thoſe good things'which 
appertaine vnto vs: and fo our eternall ſaluation | 
ein) is firſt ro be ſought,as our own chiefe 
good, and as the Philoſophers call it, 14s cx. 
Now that we are firſt, and without any further' 
delay, 'to ſeeke the Kingdome of God, and his 
rightcouſneſle, itappeareth, firſt by the comman- 
dement of God,nort onely in this yy bur elſe- | 
wherealſo in the Scriptures. Eſa. 21. 12. 1fyor' 
will ſeeke, ſecke,returne,come: for this zrunme, as WE 
calliramporteth haſte. As if hee had ſaid, If yee 
will feeke the Lord indeed, ſecke him withour 
delay,returne by repentance, come by faith. Eſa. 
55-6. Secke the Lord whileſt he may be found,and cill 
wvpon him whileſt he # neere. Plalm.g5.To day if yer 


to rmorrow;rurnevnto him. And agreeable tothe 
Canonicall Scriptures is that exhortation of-the 


ſon of Syrach : Delay not (faith he) to turne vato the 
Lord,and put not off fr aay to day.: for ſudden by ſhall 


| 


thewrath A the Lord come. forth, and 1tt/ ſermrity 
be deflroied;es perijh in the day of viveance.' 
[+3 Mi | 
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Eſa,21.12. 


Plal.95.7. 


Heb 3.and 4. 


Ecclus.5.7. 


2. By | 
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2 Bythepra&ice ofthe faithfull, and namely, 


of Dauid,who profeſſeth,Pſal.63,1. that early hee 

would ſecke the Lord. And Pſal 27.8, a the 
Lord ſaid, Seeke yee my face, his heart made an- 
fivere to God with this Eccho of a ready minde,| 
Thy face, Lord,will I ſeeke, 
3 By other pregnant reaſons, whereby is ma- 
| nifeſted the abſard ly of thoſe, who pur off their 
conuerſion,and care of theirſaluation yntill their 

old age,orlaſt fickneſſe , as if they meant todoc 
that laſt (ifeuer they doe it) which Chriſt requi-| 
| reth tobedone in thefirſt place. For that which| 
is commonly ſaid, is moſt of all verified in this| 
particular: More trahit periculum, Delay breeds 
danger. And that becauſe of the vncertainty both 
ofa longer life,and of repentance to bee attained 
| after delay,For we haueno charter or leaſe of our| 
lives,but are tenants at will : who muſt giue vp 
our ſoules into the hands of God, whenſocuer it 
FT ſhall pleaſe him to call them, having no aflurance 
| that we ſhall live vntill to morrow.And therefore 

© | it were extreme folly to deferre our conuerſjon 
= vnto God, or ſeeking of his Kingdome (where- 
upon our faluation dependeth,) though it were 
| butvntill to morrow. But ſuppoſe we ſhould liue| 
{o long as wee vainly promiſe toour ſclues; what] 
|  aſſurancehaue we,that we ſhall then repent? For 
| firſt, it isnota thing inour power torepent when 
weliſt, but it is rs gift of God, which ordi- 
narily he offereth in the meanes of our ſaluation. 
| But if we harden our hearts againſt thoſe meanes, 
| | asthoſe doe, which voluntarily delay their tur- 


| | _ning 
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1they ſhould ſecke him, And to the ſame purpoſe the 


|they cried, and 1 would not heare, ſaith the Lord 0 
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hope will 


ning vnto: God: what 
future conuerſion, when the meanes. ordained 
by Godfor our ſaluation, by our delay becomea 
meanes of our obduration z when the Word of 
God,whichto the fairhfull is the [avour of life wnto 
life, through our default becommerh vnto vs the 
auour of death untodeath ? 

2 Agpaine, if we will not accept the grace of 
 God,when it is offered, as daily he intreateth vs 
by his Miniſters and Embaſſadours,that wewould 
be reconciled vneo him; what aſſurance haue we, 
that hereafter wee ſhall haue ſo muctr grace as | 
truely co deſire it. Or ifwe ſeeme to deſire, and to 
begge it at the hands of God , how. can'we pro- 
miſe toour ſelues, that if we will not heare God 
when hee-ſpeaketh vnto vs, hee ſhould heare vs 
when weſpeake to him? Doth nor the wiſdom of 
God proteſtagainſt impenitent ſinners, (as thoſe 
are which delay their repentance)tharforas much 
as hecalled,and they would not hearez therefore, 
when in their diftrefle they ſhould call vpon him, 
he will not anſwere,neither will be found of them when 


Prophet Zachary concludeth : Therefore 1t is come 
topaſſe, that as he cried,and they would not heave , f 


Hos. 

| 2 Moreover, God ſeemeth to deale wirh vs, 
as Popilins Lenas,the Romane Embaſſadour,dealr 
with King Loch, who giving a dilatory an- 
fvere to his meſſage, with his ſtaftc he drew-a cir- 
cleaboutthe King, and required him in thename 


there bee of our 


2, Cor. 5.20 
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ſiyrg Senate and of Rome, to giue him a 
direCtanſivere, before he came out of that circle. 
So the Lord hath incloſed vs in a ſmall circle of 
Luke 19.44, | time, which is called the day of our n $ox'ay and 
 |2.Corda - | theacceptable 11ze, which arthe moſt is;the ſhort 
| period of this tranſitory life, which vaniſherh {ke 
lam.4.14. | 4 V4p0x7: requiring vs, when with Antioch wee| 
ſecke delaies,before wecome out of that circle. to | 
giue him our anſwere. For if, when the Lord gi- 
M2554 ueth vs 4 tie 70 repent, as he did to that Jezabel, 
| (poken of Apoc.2.10. and we doe not repent, we 
| are to fcare the like judgements, that are there 
| threatned againſt her z or rhe like curſe which 
| | Chriſt gaue to the figge tree, hauing, like an hy- 
Maub 31,17, | pocrite, leaues, but no fruite as yet z Let no frute 
| growe on thee from hence-forward for ener. _ 
| 4 Againe,repentance by delay groweth more 
| difficult. For when repentance is delaicd, finne is 
| { nouriſhed,and being nouriſhed, getreth ſtrength 
| 


= 


within vs, growing in ſtrength, as wee growe 1n 
m_ Therefore as crooked plants,whilelt they 

c young, may eaſily be bowed or brokenat your 
pleaſure,thewhiclif you ſaffer ſo to continue vn- 
till they be _ trees, you ſhall not be able to 
\tirre: ſo whileſtour ſinnes are butyoung (as by 
original {inne, if ir be not increaſed by practice 


[ 


| and continuance, they are bur cuill inclinations 
and diſpoſitions) they-ate more. eaſily ſubdued ; 
| whichif by continuance they. grow to bee confir- 
| med habits, they will ſubdue vs.For cuſtome be- 
|  commerh as.itwere anothernature,la.thata.man 

| willasxaſtly forgoc a member of his body, as for: 
| EOOEREPAL Ws 
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 gaine, is colder then befote ? For as whena man 


Ww 


fi OO TOP 4 S «Wd LT PE OR 4 © <- is va $64" 4 


aac? * $40 oh <0 os) ie as ett tic 0... <a tae 2h 44 
T he Chriftian Arte of Thriuing. 


— ww 


% 


his (pots ? then may you alſo doe eood,thatare accuſto- 
_— doe emill, rms bord Gith by his Prod 
lerensy. 

5 Burſuppoſe, that thou maiſt ſeeme to re- 
pent atthe laſt, which many(alas)donor ſo much 
as ſceme to doe, dying either deſperate as 1udas, 
or ſencelefle as Nabal - yer what aflurance haſt 
thou, that thy repentance which is wrung from 
thee by extremitie of afflition, will bee ſound J 
Doth not the Pſalmiſt teſtifie, that the Iſraelites, 
howſocuer in outward ſemblance and profeſſion, 
when the Lord aid lay them, they ſought him, and' 
enquiredearly after God; notwithſtanding they did 
but flatter him with their month , and ted unto him 
with their tongues : for their heart was not right with 
him, neither were they ſtedfait inhis couenant? Doth 
not wofull experience ſhew, that many, whileſt 
ory are in any extremity by ſicknesor otherwiſe, 
will ſeeme very penitent, and promiſe great mat- 
ters, if-God would be pleaſed to reſtore rhem to 
their tormer eſtate; who when they are reſtored, 
returne to.their former courſes, and perhaps be- 


| > - — 
ſake a ſinne whereunto he hath been accuſtomed. 
Can the «Ethiopian change his skinne, or the Leopard lerew. 13.23. 


come worſe then euer they were before. Euen as, 
water that hath been heated, when it cooleth a-' 


draweth a bowe.it followerh his hand : but when 
he letterh his hand goc, itreturneth ro his former 
eſtate: ſo, many, whileſt the handof God is vpon 
them,whereby heſccketh to draw them vntohim-, 
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ſelke,doe ſeemeto follow his hand ; who when the 
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| Hol.7.14. 
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Lord taketh away his hand, returne to their for. 


| 


they howled vnto the Lord vpon their beds , they 
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mer condition, and perhaps tarne aſide like a 
deceitful bow : which is afearctull ſigne,thatwhen 


cried not from their heart , as the Prophet Hoſea 
ſpeaketh, and that when they ſeemed toturnevn- 
to the Lord,and toſccke him early, their heart was 
not vpright, as Dauid teſtifieth of the Iewes. The 
which I fpeake, not to cenſure thoſe which bee | 
gone, but to admoniſh vs, that we doe not pre- 
fume. For howſocuer we are in charitie to iudge 
the beſt of them,who before their departure haue 
ſeemed to repent; yet weareto be icalousof our 
ſclues, and tofeare, if we neuer haue repentance 
vntill by hong hand it beextorted fromvs ; leſt 
perhaps it will not be ſound. And this was the 
third reaſon manifeſting the folly of them, who 
deferre this duty of ſceking Gods Kingdom from 
day today. 

4 If wefirſt ſeeke the Kingdome of God and 
his righteouſnes , we ſhall notonely finde them; 
but alſo all the things of this life, which are expe- 
dient-for vs, ſhall be added oouer and aboue them 
by way of hg, as our Sauiour here promi- 
ſeth. But on the other ſide, if wee firſt ſeeke the 
things of this life, and pur off the care of our ſal. 
uation to our latter daies ; as we ſhall be in great 
danger, for earthly things which are vaine and 
momentany,to loſe an eternall kingdome in Hea- 
uen : ſo haue we no afſurance , that we ſhall ob- 
taine our worldly deſires. For it is the bleſſing of 
God that maketh rich.Bur ifwe belong vatohim, 
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weare to make account , that he will croſſe our 
prepoſterous deſires , and by crofſes and affli&i- 
ons. as it were byweeping crofle, bring vs to him- 
ſelfe, and weane vs from worldly deſires, that we 
may mind and affte@ the things whichare aboue. 

5 Butſuppoſe we atraine to our vvorldly de- 
fires, hauing not yet ſought the Kingdome of 
God, nor cared for the ſaluation of our ſoules : 
- |then will not theſe worldly goods be good vnto 
vs : for asthe wiſe man faith, All theſe things are 
for good to the godly, ſo tothe ſinners they are 
| turned vntoeuill. For to a worldly man that ſee- 
keth not the Kingdome of God, and his righte- 
ouſnes, what is pleaſure, but the luſt of the fleſh ; 
whatriches,but the Mammon of iniquitie z what 
honour, but the pride of life; what learning and 
wiſdome, but armata nequities, whereby men are 
enabled ro doe the more hurt; what long lite it 
ſelfe,but alonger continuance in ſinne?But on the 
other ſide,ifwe firſt ſeek the kingdome of God and 
his righteouſnes; all theſe outward things ſhall be 
added vnto vs.as bleſſings and fauours of God and 
pledges of his louc:or ifve may ſeeme to wantan 
temporallbleſſings,the ſeeming want thereof ſhall 
not hinder our happineſle. Blefled are you, faith 
| our Sauiour to the fairhfull, though you be poore; 
' bleſſed though you mourne,&c. for though they 
ſeeme poore, yet are they truly rich ; yea, rich 
.to God, Luke 12. 21. not onely becauſe th 
hauea treaſure laid vp in Heauen,butalſo vii 
|. Gi peta contentednes is great riches, nei- 
| theris any man fo rich wok tis contented : 
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thoughthey be abridged of worldly pleaſures,yer 


| they onely haue the true delight: to thema good 

no "H conſcience isa continuall feaſt, and having peace 
| of conſcience, they hauealfothe ioy in rhe holy 
x.Per.18. | Ghoſtwhich, as S.Peter ſaith,is vnſpeakeable and 
glorious. Though they may {ceme baſe in the eyes 
of the world, yet who.are to truly honourable as 
| they, who are the ſonnes and heires of God, and: 
Rom.8.17. |coheires of Chriſt? Though they are ſimple, yet 
who ſo wiſe as thoſe that feare God > who fo lear- 
|Pfatm.115.19. | 1.4 as thoſe who know God to bee their Father, 
Chriſt tobe their Saviour, and the holy Ghoſt to 
be their ſantifier> Though their life ſometimes 
be ſhorr,yet is it recompenced with immortality; 
| and who may be thought ſo long-lived, as thoſe 
in whom our Irs, 6 beguna ſpirituall life, 

which neuer ſhall haue end? 

6 Vntillwe fſecke the Kingdome of God and 
(his righteouſnes, weremaine in the kingdome of 
| Saran,and in the ſtate of damnarion,our of which 
we haue necd to haſte. 

7 Laſtly, vntill wee ſeeke the Kingdome of 
God and his righteouſneſſe, we doenothing bur 
{inne, this duty being the firſt, which we can doe 
without ſinne. And therefore by delaying this 
duty, which ought firſt to bee done, we doeno- 
thing but adde {1nne to finne,and hoord vp wrath 
againſt the day of wrath. 
| Youſee what our duty is; letvs now conſider 
our practice. Do not very many that would ſceme 
Chriſtians, deferre their ſecking of Gods King: 
d 


dome,and care of their faluation,vntill their © 
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age or time of fickneſſe, making cho 
time, which is moſt vnft to beginne their repe 
trance? and yetwhen ageor fickneſſe commeth, 
they ſtill defer their turning vnto Godard feck- 


life. For whar is the courſe that rheſe men rake, 
when God by ſicknes ſummoneth them as irwere 
to appeare before him? firſt, they ſend to the Phy- 
fician, That they ſend ro the Phyſician, 1 millike 
not,ſo it be done in due order. Burt firſt we ſhould 
labour to make our peace with God, humbling 
our ſelues vnder his hand , confeffing and bewai- 
ling ourfinnes, whereby we haue prouoked him 


for the pardon of our fines, that the cauſe of our 
| affliction being remooued , the affliction it ſelfe 
may either be remooued or fſanftified vnto vs. 
Then are we to vic Phyſicke and other lawfull 
helpes, depending on he blefſing of God in the 
vic of them. Bur theſe men firſt fend to the Phy- 
ſician,and whileſt they haue any hope of life,they 
neuer ſeeke ro God, nor take care what ſhall be- 
come of their foules. Bur when the Phyſician gi- 
ueth them oucras paſt recouerie; then,and never 
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ing of his Kingdome, fo long as there is hope of| 


ro anger, turning to him that ſmiterh vs, and fly- | 
ing vnto him by hearty,carneſt and faithfull praier 


till then,they ſend for the Miniſter; then,and ne- 
luer till then, they ſeeke God and his Kingdome. | 
As though their meaning were, whe they leaueto 
live, then onely to begin to liue ro God, and ha- 
uing all cheir rime led the life of the Reprobacte,) 
ro dye neuertheleſſe the death of the tuſt, Bur be; 
[not deceiued,qualzs 4 ita;fuchas hath = 
| rae! 
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Regnum ergo & 


num uoſtrum 
eſt, & boc appe- 
tendumeſt, & 
ibi finus conſtitu- 
endus,propter 
quod facumus, 
quecunque fact 
mits. Augu(t.de 
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the life, ſuch commonly is the end:and ordinari 


the Grecke ſaying is true, mms; fwnic mompir ter 5 mihacy 
Ofancuill life, rhere is an ill end. I take notvpon 
mee to reftraine Gods mercy from thoſe,who at 
the laſt turne truely vnto him : but I ſpeake of that 
which is ordinary. Ir is to be feared, that not one 
of an hundred,who haue al their life time deferred 
their repentance, doth repent atthe laſt houre: | 
and therefore it is an hundred to, one,that thou 
(halr nor then repent, if thou deferreſt till then. 
Burt the Kingdome of God is alſo to be ſought 
firit, aboue all things,rhat is, chiefly and princi- 
pally, and that'for theſe reaſons. 1, Becauſe the 
{aluation of our ſoules in the Kingdome of Glo- 
ry,and the degrees of faluationin the Kingdome 
of Grace, isour true happineſſe. The former,as 
beatitudo patrie : the other,as beatitudo vie : and 
being our happineſſe,, and conſequently our 
chicteſt good,are inour judgements to bee cſtee-| 
med, in our affetionsto be deſired, in ourende- 
uours to be laboured foraboue all other things ; 
nothing elſe being to bee defired-or ſought for 
otherwiſe,than as it may beea furtherance, or at 
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ſerm.Domint in 
Mont. lib 6=s 


Ecclel. 39.27. 


Eccleſ7.2. 
&2,11. 


leaſtno hinderance thereunto. As for the things 
of this like,they are ſo farre from being the chiete : 
'go00d, as that to them that ſet their hearts vpon 
them,andecke them chiefly, they are not good! 
atall. All rheſe things (faith: the Wiſe man) are j 
for good to the godly, buttothe ſinners they are. 
turned into euill. For to thoſe that ſecke them 

chicfly,they are not onely vaineand vnprofitable, 


as Salomon teſtifieth, but through their owne de-! 
faulr| 


| 
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bur their heart, withalltheir chicte defires, ſtu- 
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Gate, hurtallatſo and pernicious wnto themgas| 


being not onely thomes to choke the ſeed of grace 
in them bur is the baits of ſinne, and ſnares of 
the diuell. For which cauſe Salomon faith, The' 
roſperity of fooles deſtroyeth them. Againe, The 
uation ofour ſoule is an-etetnall good. Theſe 
things, ifthey be good,are but momentany. For 
as the whole'carth, compared to- the heauens, is 
but as a poynt of no ſenſible quantity fo our 
whole time vpon the earth,jis bur as a momentor 
poynt of time, in compariſonof eternity. Who 
therefore would preferre the- momentany vfe of 
earthly vanities in this world, before the euerlaſt- 
ing fruition of the ſuperexcellent eternal waight 
of glory in heauen ? 
Thirdly,confider thewickedneſle and profane 
folly of thoſe who chiefly ſecke worldly things. 
For firſt, their eye being euill, their whole life is 
an{werable,/as was faid before. 2. They,which 
profeſſereligion,and chiefly ſeeke carthly things, 
as all wordiings doe, are notorious hypocrites; 


giving their face and outward profeſſion to God, 


| 


dies and endeuours'toMammon. 3. 'Thoſe that 


& perpetuity, 
PC 6.1 I, 


Ver.23. 


| 


1-loh.3.15,16, 


chiefly loue the world, and the things of this 
world.the loue of God isnotin them. Yea,being | 
louets of the world,they are found to be haters of 
God; for the' amity of-this-wotld is enmity a- 

ainſtGod. 4. Thoſe who-remouing theitharts 
aan God,doe ſerthem'on- the world, are Idola- 


|ters,or as Saint 7ames calletty them, Adulterers, 
who haue no- inheritance in'the Kingdome of 


| God. 
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ſubordinate the profeſſion. of Religion, and the 
care of keeping a good conſcience to worldly de- 
fires; and therefore in time of triall they fall a- 
way. Whereas contrariwiſe, they whoſe treaſure] 
is in heaven, and hauc their Anchar of hope fixed 
there, will not ſuffer themſclues cither to be allu- 
red to that which is euill, by the deſires of the 
world:which they eſtecme as vanities, in compa- 
riſon of heauenly happineſlc; or to bee terrified 
from that which is good,by the afHliftions and ca- 
lamitics ofthis life, which arc not worthy of the| 
lory that ſhall bee reucaled. 6. That which. is 
Kid of couctous perſons,is true ofall worldlings, 
that they haue ſer their ſoules to ſale, raking for 
them (as the price thereof ) the vanities of the 
world : And therefore are more fooliſh and pro- 
fane than Eſav, who ſold his Sr qpthre.9 a 
meſle of pottage. For theſe men (for matters of 
like value,and leſſe neceſſity) make away an cuer- 
laſting inheritance in the Kingdome of heauen. 
Finally, thoſe, which profeſſing themſclues 
Chriſtians, doe chicfly ſecke earthly things, doe 
caſt away their ſoules;z,not Qnely loſing, their in- 
heritance in heauen, bur alſo plunging them- 
(clues into hell. For they which walke, that is, 
make profeſſion of religion,and yer chiefly minde 
carthly things; the Apoſtle faith; rhattiheir end is 
dammation, And they, which 'fowe ro. the feſh, 
muſt looke of the fleſtiro.xeape cortuption. 
Fourthly conſider, the dodtrine of the Goſpell 
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waring vs ro deny all worldly luſts, Tic.2, 12. 
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children. For ſo many of vs as are true Chriſtians, 
arealſo to be perſwaded,that we are ele&ed, cal- 
led, redeemed. regenerated vnto life eternall in 
the kingdome of God.And conſequently,that we 
are heires, yea, Citizens of heanen, and pilgrims 
and ſtrangers vpon earth, who ought to vic hac 
vita,vt via;this life,as a way to a better life; and 
the things of this life, as helpes onely, and notas 
hindrances in our way; not to ſer our hearts'vp- 
onthem, butto vie the world,as not abuſing ir, 
being weaned fromworldly deſires, and ery bs 
the things which are aboue. For'itwerea foule 
ſhameforvs,who are appointed'to heauen, and 
called to Gods Kingdome,to be wholly or chiet- 
ly addicted tothe earth, like earth-wormes, or 
Serpents that- crawle' ' the earth; like vn- 
cleancfiſhes,which wanting finties, doelic inthe 
mud; like blind beetles, which having wings, 
notwithſtanding are,for the moſt part,poring in 
the dung of the earth. DI IG 7 
:Andlaftly, conſider thepra@ice of the Godly 
of Moſes, who when he was forty yeeres 01d; refu- 
ſed to be called the ſonne of Pharaohs daughter, 
chooſing rather to ſuffer afflition with the people 
of God, then to enioy the pleaſures of ſfinne for a 
ſeaſon : eſteeming the reproach of Chriſt (o hee 


greater riches then the treaſures of t. And 

the reaſon of all this was, becauſehee had reſpe& 

to the recompence of reward; thats, —_ 
| E 
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the vow of Baptiſme,to renounce them : thedury 
ofall true Chriſtians, and the pradtice of Gods| 
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Phil.3.20. 


H-b.1 [. 13, 


Heb.12.r. 


Pſal.131.2. 
Col.3.1,2, 


Heb.11.24, 


calleth/the' afflictions of the members of 'Chriſt) | 


25,36, 


1.Cor.7.3r. 
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the ſaluation of-his ſoule to all worldly reſpe&s ; 
for he that hath an eye to the reward both of the] 
godly and wicked , will not onely chuſe to bea 
bond-ſeruant among the people of God , rather 
then to. be a Gallant in Pharaohs Court; but hee 
will alſo chuſe to be as poore a Lazar, as Laza- 
114 himſelte.rather then to be another Dzzes. 

Of Dawid in the fourth Plalme: There be ma- | 
Plal.4.6,7. ny that ſay, VVho will ſhew vs any good ? ſecking 
ietely after worldly profit, Bur, Lord, ſaith he, 

lift chou vp the lightof thy countenance vpon vs, 
ſhew thy ſelfe fauourable and gracious vnto vs in 
Chriſtour Sauiour, This hewould more rejoyce 
in, BIO gx: themſelues in ok 
rolperity. For, though-he werea great and glo- 
CE yet he repoſednot his nmr rf 
ther in profit, nor in pleaſure, nor in promotion: 
bur in the ſaluation of his ſoule ,, and the degrees 
__ thereot , as/iuſtification and ſancification. And 
{net  |\inPlal.27.4. Thisis thatonething which hedeſi- 
redof the Lord, and which hee faith hee would 
 \ſeekeaſter; being indeede that one thing, where- 
Luk.10.43. of oy the teltimony of Our [Sauioyr there/is. ne- 

CEUILLY. Iy viiotabaratioaet worvw ay \b! 
Of the Apoſtles, who forſgoke all they had in 
this world,to follow our Saujour Chriſt, But 
Phil.z.8,9, |\chicfely ofthe Apoſtle Paul; who though hee had 
om: beteg xg aye po hee a 
dung, yeaas incompariſon of his iuſtifica- 

tion and ſaluation by Chriſt. + 
|. Theyſe hereof is two-fold z reproofe of world- 
lings, inftrugion r© firſt,weateto 
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fect and profeſſe Religion onely (o far, as it may 
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reprooue the folly of worldlings , who through- 
out the whole booke of the Pronerbs are Sa/omons: 
fooles : who arc not,as wee ſay, penny-wiſe and 
pound-fooliſh , but body-wiſe and ule-fooliſh 
For whatgreater oy can'there bee, then for 
momentany fruitis of earthly vanities,to loſe an 
cucrlaſting kingdome in heaven, for the pleaſure 
of a moment (as this whole life is no more , nor 
yer ſo much,compared to eternity) wo incurre 
cuerlaſting miſery ; for the trifles and vanitics of 
this world, to make away our ſoule, which is of 
more worth vnto vs, then all the world beſides? |} 
And ſecondly , the profaneneſſe and wicked- 
nefſe of worldly-minded men; who cither prefer 
the obtaining and enioying of their worldly de- 
fires, before not onely themeanes of their ſaluari- 
on,as thoſe in the Goſpell;butalſo before the glo- 
ry of God,and their owne faluation : or elſe Tb. 
ordinate their profeſſion of Religion 'to their 
worldly refpe&s : who when they ought to affe&t 
the things of this life, ſo farre onely as they con- 
curre With their ſpirituall good: contrariwiſe af- 


ſtand with the obtaining or enioying of their 
worldly deſires. And therefore euen in their pro- 
feſionof Religion, wherein they would ſceme to 
ſeeke the Kingdome of God, they chictly ſeeke 
(like hypocrites) their worldly-ends. 
The inſtruction which weeare to learne from 
hence,is allo twofold. For firſt, if we are chiefly to 
ſeekethe Kingdome of God, and his righteoul- 


_——— 


nefle, then muſt wee hunger and thirſt after the 
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Math. 22. e. 
Luk. 14.18, 19, 
20, 


To theſe men, 
not Godlincſſe is 
gaine, but gaine 
# eodlineſſe, 


| I. Iin.6. 


| 
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grace of God, and his ſpirituall bleſſings in hea- 
uenly things, aboue all the things in this world. 
Then our chicfe care alſo muſt be,to keep a good 
conſcience, and to ve all good meanes whereby 
our ſaluation may be furthered :to enter into are- 
ligious courſe of life, wherein wee may walke be- 
fore God in ſincerity and truth : to make choyce 
of our calling,of our company, of our marriage. 
as may beſt ſtand with our ſpirituall good." But 
chiefly andaboue all;to auoid thoſe things which 
doc hinderthe faluation of our foules, Now the 
ſoule is loſt by ſinne; for the ſoule that ſinneth, 
(hall die. Seeing therefore the ſoule which is of 
more worth vnto ys thanall the world beſides,is 
loſt by ſtnne ; we ought euery one to haue this vn- 
fained purpoſe wy or reſolution, not to ſinne 
wittingly and willingly, though wee might gaine the 
whole world thereby; and much leile the particular 
| and pettie deſires thereof. Should we notſinne to 
| gaine the whole world ; and ſhall cuery trifle in 
the world moue vs to finne> For what is that 
which by finne wee gaine, in compariſon of the 
| world ; and what is the whole world to a mans 
Mark 8 35, |ſoule> For what will it profit a man, if hee ſhall 
gaine the whole world, and loſe his owne ſoule? 
Or what ſhall a man giue in exchange for his 
ſoule ? th $60" 
Secondly, wee areto learne (as wee haue been 
taught) co place our happineſſe and fclicity inthe 
faluation of our ſoules. For then the eye of our 
mind ſhall bee ſingle and ſincere, and the whole| 
rroggr of our lifeand conuerſation will bee ſpiri- 


ruall| 
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ruall and religious. Then will all our deſires Cares, 


[ous promiſes thereunto. 
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ſtudies and indeuours tend chiefly to this end. 
Then ſhall we alwaies,with Moſes,haue an eye to| 
the recompence of reward; and with our Sauiour 
Chriſt, for the ioy that is ſet before vs, deſpiſe all 
carthly things, Heb.12. Then ſhall wee paſſe the 
time of this our pilgrimage,in a longing expe&ta- 
tion of euerlaſting happines. And Tho thrice | 
happie are they,who haue laid vp their treaſure in 
Heauen, and repoſcd their felicitic in the ſaluati- 
onof their ſoules. © _ Fs | 

Now followeth the promiſe which Chriſt hath | 
annexed to his commandement :. _And all theſe 


things ſhall: be added wnto you, Where, betore wee 

come tothe words,we may, out of the promile in | 
generall , not vnprofitably obſerue two things : | 
viz. the gracious dealing of God with vs, andour 
yngracious: indiſpoſition in reſpect of ſpitituall 
things. For whereas God,inreſpe& of his abſo- | 
lute dominion ouer vs, might enioyne vs thoſe 


out reſpe& of our good, as men vſc to deale with 
rheir ſeruants —_ commandeth vs ſuch things 
as doe tend to our owne good. And that he might 
allure vs to ſecke our owne good, he addeth graci- 


The thing which our Sautour here enjoyneth, 


that we may beallured thereunto, he hath promi-| 
ſed,that ſeeking, weſhall find. And not only that, 
but becauſe we are ſenſuall, and too much addi- 


things which apperraine to his glory onely, with-| 


is, That we ſhould ſecke our owne happines. And | 


Qed to the things of this life, he promiſeth, thar if 
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weſhall firſt ſecke our true andeuerlaſting happi-| «+ 
nes.we ſhall not only obtaine it; but in the meane | 
time he will giue vnto vs a ſupplie ofall theſe out- 
ward things, which naturally we doe ſo much de- 
fire. Wherein the Lord dealeth with vs,as louing 
| | Parents deale with their children: who'vſe to Ki 
lure them to learne or practiſe ſome thing which 
may be for their ſingular good, by promiſing vn- 
to them ſomepretty or pleaſing reward, where- 
withall as children they are more affe&ed. The 
which gracious goodnes of God ſhould allure 
and encourage vs, to ſecke firſt his kingdome and 
his Tas Secondly, we may obſerue our 
owne vntoward diſpoſition tothat whichis ſpiri- 
hows 2" 6ay For whereas all men naturally and 
neceflarily deſire happines:yet when we are infor. 
med, that our happines confiſteth in ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings in heauenly places, we haue no mind there- 
unto. Neither canwe, tothe ſeeking thereof, bee 
moued-either by the commandements of God, 
though wholy intending our good, or yet by the 
promiſe of ſpirituall bleſſings , vvhich are vvorth 
many vvorlds ; but the Lord muſt be faine to al- 
lure vs to ſecke our eternall happines, by promi- 
ſing vnto vs temporall revvards ; vvhich are but 
| ile to pleaſe children vvithall, in compariſon 
| ofthe other. And y_ (uch is the vvayvvardnes of a| 
great number , that neither by the commande-' 
ments of God, nor by his threatnings, neither by 
| the promiſes of a better life, nor bk promiſes 
of this life, they can bee moued to affet or ſecke 
_— things. The which vatoward — 
t10n 


| 
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in the vowe of our Baptiſme we haue promiſed to 
renouncethE. And profeſſing our ſelues Chriſti- 
ans,we profeſle our ſelues pilgrims in this world, 
andcitizens of Heauen:and therefore ought to be 
weanedfrom earthly deſires, and affte&tand mind 
the things which are aboue. Bur to come to the 
promiſe it {elfe. | in; 

In handling whereof, Iwill firſt explaine-the 
wordsas they lyc in order, and then confirme the 
truth of this promile; that it may ſeruc asa for- 
cible argument tomoue vs,to ſecke firſt the king- 


dome of God and his righteouſnes, 


conſequence;as if he had ſaid, Seeke farſt the king: 
dome of God'and his rightcouſnes , and ther all 
theſe things ſhall be added vnto you. VVhich tea- 
cheth vs,that theſe temporall benefits, by the pro- 


rituall grace; that is , doefollow vpon our ſtudy 
tand care in ſecking/ firſt the Kingdome' of God 
land hisrighteouſhes : 7d e##, ſaith Auguitine,Conſe. 
quentur, Pitta queretts,' But if any wan ſhall here- 


upon infer, that then(belike)the things of this life 


tionis omuchthe more abſurd.becauſe itiscon-| 
trary tothe profeſſion of Chriſtians. For Chriſti.| 
an religion teacheth vs to deny worldly luſts. And 


The coniun&tion Ard, is here vſed as a note of 


miſe and bleſſing of God, are conſeRaries of ſpi- 


together :I anſwere, They are promilednotto 
[thoſe that tempt God,orliue inordinately: but to 


ſubordinate their defire and care 1 


[them, to their ſpirituall good, God won 
. 


are promiſed to them that (hall neglect them al- 


them that ſecke them in a ſecondary yrs and 
n ſeekin 


of 
ld haue 
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every man ordinarily to liue in a lawfull calling, 
and to bee induſtrious therein : ro get his lively- 
| |hoodein the ſweate of his browes, and walking | 
ordinately, to eate his ownbread,2.Thel.3.11,12. 
Ac.20.35- Epheſ.4.28.The (lothfull perſons are 
ſent to the Piſmire toſchoole, of her to learne in- 
duſtry and prouidence, Prou. 6. 6. The Houſe. 
holder is bound in conſcience to provide for his| 
Family, and the Father for his children,r.Tim.s.' 
8. 1.Cor,12.14. and the good houſewite is high- 
ly commended, Prou. 31. Our Sauiour Chriſt 
commandeth vs, by prayer to ſeeke our daily 
bread; and what we defire in our prayer,we areto 
ſecke in our practice. This promiſe therefore ſce- 
meth to be the ſame in effe with that,Plalm.r28. 
1,2. Bleſſed is the man that feareth the Lord , and 
walketh in his waies ; for thou ſhalt eate the labour of 
thine hands. That is, If wee firſt ſceeke his King- 
dome, and his righteouſnes, he will bleſſe our la- 
bours and indeuours for theſe outward things. 
They ſhall follow vpon our pietic and chiefe ſtu- 
dy for heauenly things, without our carking and 
 immoderatecare;but not ordinarily,without our 
| prouident care and honeſtcndeuours,' Vee are 
therefore firſt to ſecke the Kingdome of God,and 
his righteouſnes;and then toſeeke,in a ſecondary 
' reſpeR, the things of this life,as he)pes inthisour 
| way to a better life. For as Ifaid before, the word 
| fir} , ſeemerh to haue relation to a ſecond ;and 
| when weare commanded to ſecke heauenly bleſ. 
fings firſt, it is implied,thart in aſecond place wee 
are to ſecke the bleſſings of this life, This if wee 
doe, 
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doe,weare inthevſeofhon 
| 


| 


king thought * what ſhall be che event,the know- 
ledge whereof belongeth onely to God. 

Theſe things] Which be needfull and expedi- 
entfor this life, F 


of this life: butthat hauing ſought that firſt, wee 
IR fully enioy theſe, with the fauour 
andblefling of God. As if hee ſhould ſay (faith 


notthar you may not recciue them), but tiiatyou 


|23. If wee feare him, there ſhall beeno want vnto 
vs,Pſalm. 34. If we walke vprightly before him, he 
willdeny nothing vntovs that is good,Pſalm.84. 
'/Cometoour Sautour therfore,you who ſay, Who 


(faith he) ſceke the y—_ of God,and hu righte. 
| owſweſſe, and all theſe 


great Thrift , baving the promiſes not onely 

ofthelife to come; but ofthis life alſo. This then 

is the moſt compendious way for a man tobce 
F 
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neſt meanes,to depend 
on the bleſſing of God according to his promiſe, 
caſting our care vpon him, and referring the ſuc- 
cefle vato God, not troubling our ſelues, or ta-' 


Chryſoitome): I forbid you to ſecke theſe things ;! 
nl is them more abundantly. For fo hee! 
faith, 


All theſe thines) God thereforedealcth liberal. 
ly with vs;giuing vs richly all things to enioy, If, 1.Tim.6.17. | 
[he be our card,we thall lacke nothing, Pal. | Þ-23-1. 


ſe things ſhall be added no you. 
For indeed, Godlineſſe (with contentedneſle) is. 


rich 


* That Is, wr 


4d. forbid 
den, Wh.1t2.19. 


Tu preſens Cura, 


or God hath not therefore com- Dominecommir- | 
mandedvs firſt to ſeeke his kingdome,and the life */*« 
to come,that weſhould want the neceſſary helps | 


| Plal.34.10, 


Pſal. 84.11, 


will ſhew vs any good?and hee will ſhew you the | pra1. 4.5, 
Chriſtian zpueno-s, or Arte 'of Thriving, #ir#' 


[1.Tim 6.6, 
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| Luk. 12.21, 


Prou.10,22. 


1,King.3.12, 
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rich ynto God, andrto attaine to all things that| _ 
are needfull and expedienr,8 to enjoy them with, 
the favour of God, whoſe bleſſing maketh rich, 
| Butthe principall word to be obſerued heere, | | 

is, 44ded. All theſe things ſhall be addedwntoyou. For 
firſt, by this word is preſuppoſed, that thoſewho 
ſeeke firſt the Kingdome of God and his righte- 
ouſneſſe,ſhall obtaine thoſe things which th 
principally ſecke z and ouer and beſides them, 
theſe outward things ſhall be added vato-them; 
As to Salomon, when be asked wiſedorne of God;| 
the Lord did nor onely giue him wiſedome, bur 
thereunto added riches and honour, This there- 
tore muſt ſirre vs vp, ſeriouſly and cheerfully to 
ſceke, knowing that our labour ſhall not bee in 
vaine in the Lord. I faid not to the ſeed of 1acob, 
Secke ye mein vaine, faith the Lord. For as hee 
hath commanded vs to ſecke; ſo hee hath promi-| | 
{ed,that ſeeking, we ſhall finde, Math.7. Andin 
this place, that we ſhall noronely finde his king- 
dome,and his righteouſneſſe, which chiefly wee 
ſeeke ; but that thereunto ſhall bee added all the 
things ofthis life whichare expedientfor vs. -. 

| Secondly,wheras heſaithnor, All theſe things' 
ſhall be given, but that they ſhall bee added, hee 
reacherh vs, that temporall bleſſings are not 
promiſed as the principall reward of our ſeck- 
ing : butas acceſſaries and additions giuen ouer 
andabouethe principall,by way ofaduantage, As 
Tradeſmen., when they will-deale bountitully 
with their buyers, doe vie by way of aduantage, 
to adde ſomthing to thenumber,waight,or mea-: 
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ſpirituall bleſſings in} heauenly places, are the re. 
wards which 'principally are 'giuen; temporall 
bleſſings are bur pertie rewards , and additions, 
which are added by way of aduantage. This ther- 
fore teacheth vs againe, that the Kingdome of 


_—_— as the principall bleſſings; and that they 
dca _ and abſurdly, who chiefly 
ſecke the temporall, or for their ſakes ſeeke the 
ſpirituall: ſeeing the temporal are but ſmal addi- 
tions, and moeboinh and auCtaries, appendices 
and conſequents of the former, 

To you | namely, that ſecke firſt the kingdome 
of God, and his righrteouſneſſe. For neither the 
kingdomeof God and his righteouſneſſe are pro- 
iſedas the principall; nor temporall bleſſings, 
as additions and auQaries:but onely to thoſe who 
performe thedury, which is the condition of the 
promiſe. But _ the truth of this promiſe, 
two things:may be obieed. The former, that to 
many,who doe nor farſt ſeeke the kingdome of 
God and his righteouſneſle, all theſe things are 
 giuen. The latter, that to many;who doe ſecke 
an the kingdome of God and his righteouſneſſe 
all theſe things are not giuen. | 

To the firlt I anſwere, that when worldlings 
who doenotfirſt ſeeke the kingdomeof God and 
bis righteouſneſſe, abound with worldly benefits: 
it may firſt be doubted, whether they be giuen vn. 
to them of God. Forif they beegotten by vnlaw- 
full meanes, they are. not receiued from God as 
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God and his righteouſneſſe, are principally to be| - 
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Plal.73.17,18, 
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| Numb.11.33- 
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P.al.1 7.14. 


Lu'c.16& 25. 
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his gifts, but rather from the diucll, as the prices 
for which they ſell their ſoules ynto him. Orſe- 
condly, if they be giuen of God to a man that ſer. 
teth his hearc NN the world, immoderarely and 
prepoſeroully ſeeking the ſame, it is ro be doub. 
ted,that they are granted of God in judgement 


his owne luſts. And therefore that they are bur 
(as they ſay ofthe gifts of enemics) «ex «ares, bleſ. 
ſings which are turned into curſes. Thus the 
Lord granted Quailes to the 1fraclites,importu- 
nately deſiring and longing for them, when _ 
had been better to haue binwithoutthem.Th 
that chiefly ſet their hearts ypon the world, and 
doe enioy their hearts defire,are to feare leſt they 
be like the cattel,which going in 5 beſt paſtures, 
are farted for the ſlaughter. Bur ſuppoſe, that the 
| Lord doth giuethEas temporal rewards of moral 
vertues,or wages for ſome outward & teporal ſer- 
uice:yet this promiſe is not verified of the.For ro 
them, theſe things,though they be giuen,yer they 
are notadaed, becauſe they. are giuen alone. For 
alas,theſe men have their portion inthis life, Pſal, 
17. andall their good things they receiue whiles 
they liue heere,Luk.16: and in this life , as our 
Sauiour ſpeaketh of other h ites, they re- 
.ceiue all th-ir reward. But thels are not the por- 
tion or reward.of Gods children, whoſe inheri- 
tance is in heauen : but ſmall additions vnto their 
|principall rewards. Greater bleſſings are promi- 
ſed and giuen to them, to which theſe arc added. 
To the ſecond ] anfwere, that promiſes of teni- 


| and angerzas toone whomhe hath giucn ouerto |. | 
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| yon our own ſpiritual &cuerlaſting 


| of Gods promiſe; for promiſes are of bleſſings,nor 


| with Gods glory; and their owne faluation. 


things. Batthis want, theſe croſſes, doe not hin- 
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godly,who firſt ſecke the kingdomeof God,& his 
righteouſnes, all theſe things are added, fo far,as 
they areexpedientfor Gods glory, & their owne 
| ſpirituall good:ſo far,as they are bleſſings,andnor 
curſes ;ſo far, as they do,or ought to ſeek or defire 
them. For with theſe limitations, all promiſes of 
temporal bleſſingsare to be vnderitood,For theſe 
outward things,it they be not ſubordinat to Gods 

d 
theyarenot to be eſteemed good ingsnorble 
fings. And therfore,as theyare notwithin y verge 
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ofcurſes:{o they arenot,or oughtnot tobe within 
the compaſſe of our deſire. For they that firſt ſeek 
the Kmgdome of God, and his righteouſneſſe,in 
ſo doing, ſubordinate all their worldly deſires to 
Gods 7 cy theirowne _ good:deſiring 
nothing in this world,but ſo farreas it may ſtand 
 Nowitis manifeſt, that itis good many times 
for the children of God, to be vnder the: croſle : 
and to be afflicted with want of ſome-outward | 


der their happineſſe, bur further their good; For 


21. And therfore tothe promiſe of temporal bleſ- 
ſings, made to thoſe which firſt ſecke Gods King 
dome with purpoſe to renounce all for Chriſts 
ſake; God hath annexed the promiſe of the croſle. | 
God in lone doth chaſtiſe his'children for their | tcb.1 2,1 0. 


they archappy,notwithſtanding them,Luk.6.20, 


-orall benefits , which are not abſolutely good, 
þtr not to be nderſtoodabſolutely:&thar tothe 


Mark.10.30, 
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Pſ3.119.71,75» 
Lam. 3.37. 


Pſlal. 94.13, 
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r.Tim 6.9. 


Pro.z0.8, 


Math.6.11. 
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erlity as proſperity, ſhall, by the mercifull dif- 
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them tharthey areafflited.” Yea, Dau 

nounceth them happy , whom the Lord dot 
chaſtiſe, and teach them out of his Law. Thoſe 
that firſt ſecke the Kingdome of God, and his 


[ 
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p arurt re , have this priuiledge ; and as. 
burt them; foall things wharſoeuer , as well ad- 


penſation of Gods Fatherly prouidence , worke 
together for their good. This rherefore is the 
dilpofitionot all thoſe, who firſt ſeeke the King- 


either with couetous worldlings, aboundance, or 
with ſuperſtirious phantafticks, voluntarypouer- 
by Nor to ſeeke to be their ewne caruers., and 
much leſle to reſolue, that they will attaine to 
great matters in this world (for they that will be 
rich, whether God giue them lawfull meanes or 


[ready to ſwallow his baites) but to ſubmit them- 


 God,ſecking and expe&ing from him ſuch a mea- 


them. This was the prayer of the 
30. And this is the prayer,which by the direQion 
of our Sauiour Chriſt we aredaily co-make: Giue 
menot aboundance,nor giue menot penury,but, 


leth + 4p rome y 4 pmfovey, that Is, that portion of tem- 
porall benefits , which God knoweth to be moſt 
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Eſay calleth it, this heritage, that as nothing ſhall 


dome of God,and his righteouſnes. Not to affect, 


{clues ro the good , and moſt wiſe pronidence of 
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nor, doefall into the ſnare of the Deuill, andare | 


ſure of temporal bleflings , as hee in his Fatherly 
wiſedome doth know to'be moſt on tent for 
wie man, Pro. 


Feed me c1h8 drmenſimei, which our Sauiour cal- 
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fitting and expedient for vs. Therefore notwith- 
ſtanding theſe obieRions , this promiſe made to 
thoſe , which firſt ſecke Gods Kingdome and his 
righteouſneſſe, is moſt true; andas it properly be: 
| |longethto them, and not to worldlings: ſo is it 
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affiance and faith therein, be moued to ſeceke firſt 
the Kingdome of God and his righteouſneſſe; ler 
vs not onely confider-his trueth in his promile; 
but alſo his fidelity in performance; Pſal.37:25. 
His all-ſufficiencic,in beingaplentifull reward to 
thoſe! that ſeeke him, Gen. 15. 1.and 1741, His 
bounrie, giuing all things ;aboundantly toenioy, 
1.Tim.6.17: His prouidence, both-generall; who 
om all things to all all things that arcneed- 

and expedient, (AQ. 1725.) to all creatures, 
euen.to thoſe which' were made for mans! vie, 
 Math.6.25,26;&c. the which prouidence of God, 
the brute creatures ſeeme to acknowledge, Pſal. 
104. 27.and 145. 15. That thoſe-men'may know 
themſelues| to bee more bruriſh then the brute 
beaſts, who doe not acknowledge Gods proui- 
dence, and in ſome meaſure depend thereon. And 
alſo ſpeciall, towards the faithtull, Pſal.106. 4,5. 
and 34.16.For they are of his family,and therfore 


He is thetr Paſtor, and therefore they ſhall lacke 
nothing,Pſal. 23.1.Hee is their heauenly Father, 
and therefore will ſupply their wants, Math. 6.32. 
land 7.11. They arc his children in Chriſt, _ in 
im 
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eucrperformed towards them... - - "Y 
And that wee may not. onely-giue vndoubted 
credit to this gracious promiſe, but alſo, in ſure| 


no doubt hee will prouidefor them, 1.Tim.4.10. 


Pial 9.10, 


Math. 7.7,8 
Plal.34.1c, 
Heb.13.5. 
Prone, 3. 


Plal.g 10, 


Pia 145. 15,16, 
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therefore; in his juſtice, wi toro any| | 
thing chatisgoodfor them Plal.$4.11; Torher 
hehath ven hisonly Sonne;and ark with 
him, will inhis loue giue ings 
8.32. To them according to ic pooa pleaſure he 
MMOL EYE har e. And ham 
neede not feare, but tharrhey ſecking it firſt,borh 
that Kingdome ſhall begiuen vatg them:and that| 
all cheſe things alſo ſhall be added over ras 
by wayofaduanage,Luk.12.31,32. | 95D 

The Lordforhis merciesſake g vsall grace, 
firſtto ſecke his Kingdome, and his righ 
thatwe may obtaine hisrig ms woe Ta in = King- 
pegs) whereupon will follow peace of 
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the Kingdome of Glory, haue the} 
fruition of God hi wh xt thechicteft! 
' Good, through leſus Chriſt our Lord. 
and only Sauijour. To whom with - 
| rhe Father, and the ho Spitie, 
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